
Forgiveness for those
persecuting us



The Stoning of Stephen –
Acts 7 v 54- 60



Stephen – Acts 6 / 7

• Was accused of blasphemy
• Seized and false witnesses spoke against him
• Gave a speech to the Sanhedrin, a history lesson
• Made his case and defended the Gospel
• Accused his listeners of resisting the Holy Spirit
• Finally (Acts 7 v 52 – 53) – “And now you have

betrayed and murdered him— you who have received
the law that was given through angels but have not
obeyed it.”



The Stoning of Stephen – Acts 7 v 54 – 56 (NIV)

54 When the members of the Sanhedrin
heard this, they were furious and gnashed
their teeth at him. 55 But Stephen, full of the
Holy Spirit, looked up to heaven and saw the
glory of God, and Jesus standing at the right
hand of God. 56 “Look,” he said, “I see heaven
open and the Son of Man standing at the
right hand of God.”



The Stoning of Stephen – Acts 7 v 57 – 58 (NIV)

57 At this they covered their ears and,
yelling at the top of their voices, they all
rushed at him, 58 dragged him out of the
city and began to stone him. Meanwhile,
the witnesses laid their coats at the feet
of a young man named Saul.



The Stoning of Stephen – Acts 7 v 59 – 60 (NIV)

59 While they were stoning him,
Stephen prayed, “Lord Jesus, receive
my spirit.” 60 Then he fell on his
knees and cried out, “Lord, do not
hold this sin against them.” When
he had said this, he fell asleep.



Stephen under Persecution
1. Knew his Purpose in life
2. Was Prepared
3. Responded in Prayer
4. Knew the Power of forgiveness







Acts 6 v 1 - 6
In those days when the number of disciples was increasing, the
Hellenistic Jews[a] among them complained against the Hebraic
Jews because their widows were being overlooked in the daily
distribution of food. 2 So the Twelve gathered all the
disciples together and said, “It would not be right for us to neglect
the ministry of the word of God in order to wait on tables.
 3 Brothers and sisters, choose seven men from among you who are
known to be full of the Spirit and wisdom. We will turn this
responsibility over to them 4 and will give our attention to
prayer and the ministry of the word.” 5 This proposal pleased the
whole group. They chose Stephen, a man full of faith and of the
Holy Spirit; also Philip, Procorus, Nicanor, Timon, Parmenas, and
Nicolas from Antioch, a convert to Judaism. 6 They presented these
men to the apostles, who prayed and laid their hands on them.









Acts 7 v 59 (NIV)

59 While they were stoning him,
Stephen prayed, “Lord Jesus,
receive my spirit.” 





Acts 7 v 60 (NIV)

 60 Then he fell on his knees and
cried out, “Lord, do not hold this sin
against them.” When he had said
this, he fell asleep.



The Stoning of Stephen – Acts 7 v 57 – 58 (NIV)

57 At this they covered their ears and,
yelling at the top of their voices, they all
rushed at him, 58 dragged him out of the
city and began to stone him. Meanwhile,
the witnesses laid their coats at the feet
of a young man named Saul.
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“Forgiveness is not about
forgetting. It is about letting go
of another person's throat.”
― Wm. Paul Young, The Shack





Sri Lanka Easter Sunday 2019

• Wefwf

• 7 suicide bombers from IS (Islamic State)
• 3 churches targeted + 3 luxury hotels
• 259 people killed
• Over 500 injured



From an interview with the Evangelical
Alliance council:

“We are hurt. We are angry also, but still,
as the senior pastor of Zion Church
Batticaloa, the whole congregation and
every family affected, we say to the
suicide bomber, and also to the group
that sent the suicide bomber, that we
love you and we forgive you, no matter
what you have done to us, we love you,
because we believe in the Lord Jesus
Christ.”

He added that they wanted to follow in
the example of Jesus who said during his
crucifixion: “Father, forgive them, for
they do not know what they are doing.”

Pastor Roshan Mahesen, of the
evangelical Zion Church in Batticaloa,
Sri Lanka where 29 people died,
including 14 children from the
Sunday school
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THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come, your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now
and for ever.

Amen.
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